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HISTORY, ETHNOLINGUISTICS, ONOMASTICS 
 

 This issue of Balgarski ezik (Bulgarian Language Journal) is somewhat different with 
respect to its contents. It is dedicated to papers by scholars of the Institute for Bulgarian 
Language working in different areas, thus showing the variety of ongoing research. Mary 
Lakova's paper Formation of Demonyms for Settlements in Bulgarian is indeed related to the 
subjects dealt with in contemporary Bulgarian studies, but the special focus of the current issue 
is on papers dealing with the history of Bulgarian and the language changes that have taken 
place over the last several centuries. 
 The contribution of E. Mircheva The Life of Saint Petka of Tarnovo in Nedelnik is an 
original study which provides evidence for the continuity between the different stages of the 
development of Bulgarian. L. Stefova continues her research on the Damaskin of Raykovo that 
casts light on the possible developments in the history of the language during the transition to 
Modern Bulgarian. 
 V. Micheva's The Word лютъ in the History of Bulgarian Literary Language (Semantic 
and Syntactic Problems) deals not only with language history, but also with the broader subject 
of the picture of the world and its reflection in language – a topic which has been drawing ever 
more scholarly attention both in Bulgaria and abroad. This very subject is sustained, though 
from a different perspective, in M. Vitanova's paper The Portrait of Bulgarians, Reflected in 
Phraseological Units. 
 A. Choleva-Dimitrova and N. Dancheva's joint paper describes in length the 
Development of the Electronic Database of Microtoponyms in Western Bulgaria – until recently 
a poorly studied subject which has been researched for several years now under the Institute 
research plan. 
 Balgarski ezik has always been open to publishing the work of Bulgarian university 
scholars. Sofia University is represented by B. Parashkevov and his contribution on etymology 
The Greek Loanword υσσωπος in Bulgarian. E. Hristova of the Southwest University Neofit 
Rilski is featured with her paper The Forms and Meanings of the Future in the Past Tense in the 
Golo Burdo Local Dialect in Comparison to Standard Bulgarian. 
 In this issue our efforts have been directed to showing part of the various strands of 
study in which Bulgarian linguists have been working. The picture so outlined is completed by 
an extensive bibliography of the linguistic literature published in the second half of 2010.  
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